It is well known that biologically active biscoumarin derivatives have cytostatic, cytotoxic, antioxidant and anti-HIV activities. [1] [2] [3] [4] Some of them can also be used as anticoagulants. 5 Instead of the anticipated reaction between the above-mentioned compounds, 2,6-dichlorobenzaldehyde appeared to react in a first step with ethanol, forming 2,6-dichlorophenyl-ethoxymethanol. Subsequently, this intermediate interacted with 4hydroxycoumarin, yielding the title compound ( Fig. 1) , which was isolated and characterized by elemental analysis and IR spectroscopy.
4-Hydroxycoumarin (3.24 g, 20 mmol) and 2,6dichlorobenzaldehyde (1.75 g, 10 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (100 mL). The solution was heated under reflux for 13 h until an insoluble solid appeared. After cooling, the crude product was filtered off and recrystallized from ethanol. Yield: 2.85 g (78%), m.p. 132 -133˚C. Crystals, suitable for X-ray data collection were grown by slow evaporation from ethanol. The crystal and experimental data resulting from the X-ray analysis of the title compound are summarized in Table 1 . Anisotropic displacement parameters were used to refine all non-hydrogen atoms, whereas the carbon-bonded hydrogen atoms were placed on geometrically calculated positions, and then refined using a riding model. 6 The positional parameter of H25 was refined using an isotropic displacement parameter that was set to 1.5 ¥ Ueq of O25. A restraint of 0.84 was used for the O25-H25 distance.
The crystal structure clearly confirmed the unexpected incorporation of ethanol into the substrate (Fig. 2 ). An intramolecular hydrogen bond was observed, with O24 accepting a proton from the hydroxy group of the coumarin moiety. The bond distance between O24 and O25 is 2.549 Å with an angle of 151.04˚ for O24·H25-O25. The atoms 0.118 Å) previously described for the 3,4-dihydroxyphenyl-methylene-biscoumarin. In addition, the C7-C6 distance (1.519 Å) of the title compound is shorter than the C1-C2 distance of 1.536 Å of the strained C(sp 3 ) -C(ar) bond of the biscoumarin. This is clearly a result of the sterically less demanding ethoxy group compared to the bulky coumarin group of the corresponding biscoumarin.
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Synthesis and Structure of 3-[(2,6-Dichlorophenyl)(ethoxy)methyl]-4-hydroxy-2H-chromen-2-one
The 2,6-dichlorophenyl unit undergoes p-p stacking with the 2,6-dichlorophenyl unit of a neighbouring molecule. Furthermore, the coumarin moiety is involved in additional p-p stacking with the coumarin moiety of a second neighbor. The distance of C19 of one 2,6-dichlorophenyl unit to the centre of the neighbouring 2,6-dichlorophenyl unit is 3.477 Å, and the distance of C7 of the coumarin moiety to the centre of the neighbouring coumarin moiety is 3.453 Å, respectively. The intermolecular p-p stacking between the aromatic residues of the molecules results in the formation of linear, staggeredchains in direction of the crystallographic c-axis (Fig. 3 ). 
